
It has been quite a year for Magic Me.  Not only did we celebrate our 30th Birthday we also 
launched several new projects and saw other programmes and projects come to fruition in 
many wonderful ways!  We couldn’t have done any of this without you. Magic Me receives 
no central government funding so your support as workers, friends, volunteers, partners, 
fundraisers and funders has made this happen. Read on to see what you’ve achieved in 
2019!

OUR WORK IN 2019
Launched at the end of 2018 our Quality Street project had it’s triumphant first year 
celebration ‘Meet the Street’ in June. Over 300 people joined in the celebration and you 
can capture a flavour of it here in this short film by Chuck Blue Lowry and find out what’s 
planned in 2020 here.

“The best thing about Quality Street was meeting people from different backgrounds.”
Y3 participant

“I was pleasantly surprised to find so many different backgrounds, cultures and religions 
playing and working together and that children are the same whatever their heritage and 
upbringing.”
David, Older participant

On the first National Arts in Care Homes Day in September, we launched our Artists’ 
Residencies in Care Homes Essex programme featuring Matthew Bourne’s New 
Adventures, Fevered Sleep, Gecko and curious directive paired with four care homes in 
Essex run by Excelcare UK. The project is funded by Paul Hamlyn Foundation.  



In November our Inside Out Festival – part of 2019’s Waltham Forest London Borough 
of Culture programme – created two exciting events in care settings in Leyton and 
Leytonstone. 

“It showed us how some of the residents can focus and do things with their hands. 
Normally they have tea –  didn’t know they could use scissors and engage in 
conversations”  
Project Partner staff member

Cocktails in Care Homes continues to innovate and engage. Now in 17 care homes across 
London (18 from January). 2019 saw us working as an industry partner with the Central 
School of Speech and Drama prop making BA course who provided the theme for the 
July parties  and taking part in Get Creative with our London Transport themed parties.  
In December 2019 we launched a series of four podcasts all about the Cocktails in Care 
Homes Project  For a full digital presence we were also gifted a beautiful new video by film 
production company Lonely Leap.

Arts & Ages continues to bring together local primary schools with local older people. Our 
latest partnership is between Christchurch School and older people coming to Toynbee 
Hall which culminated in the Magnificent Art Factory in December.  A wonderful range 
of projects came to fruition over 2019: Constellations (Coopers Court & Halley Primary 
School), Moving Moments (Rochester Court & Osmani Primary School) and a ‘Great Get 
Together’ celebration event with Clara Grant Primary School and the Linc Centre.  

Magic Me’s In My Name women’s project ran from January – April 2019. A core group of 
students from Mulberry School for Girls and older women from the local community got to 
know each other through a creative exploration of names and naming, which culminated in 
live performances at Poplar Union and Mulberry School.  
WELL SUPPORTED



We certainly felt well supported in 2019!

In August we very pleased to host a group of staff from the People’s Postcode Lottery 
along with their ambassador Danyl Johnson (pictured above).  The players of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery made a generous two year grant to Magic Me which enabled us to move 
forward with our strategic goals.

In Volunteer Week in June, we once again celebrated our volunteers, posting a range of 
their stories on the website.  We also welcomed Henry Hocking, a placement student from 
E15 and office volunteer Megan Fisher. 

We are eternally grateful to all our funders and corporate supporters as well as all the 
people who undertake fundraising for us and support us with gifts in kind more info on our 
website.

Our final fundraising push of the year saw 59 incredibly generous people help us to our Big 
Give Christmas challenge target of £6,000 with their donations matched by The Monday 
Charitable Trust and others. 

PEOPLE

Magic Me is all about people.

We are keen to ensure that working in the arts is something that everyone can afford 
to do. In May we gained accreditation as a ‘Living Wage’ employer by the Living Wage 
Foundation and were also recognised as an age friendly employer by Rest Less. 

We continue to work with our pool of Magic Me associate artists and guest artists and 
are in awe of their experience and creativity. We also take up every opportunity, for 
example Inside Out Festival, to work with new artists, often local, who may be experienced 
in participatory work but fresh to intergenerational arts practice. We also run regular 
Continuous Professional Development sessions for artists. 



We’ve been making a case for what we do since 1989 and the world is catching up! In 
2019 we took part in the Age of Creativity festival and Director and Founder of Magic Me, 
Susan Langford spoke at the Age of Creativity conference on the topic ‘what If you could 
be an emerging artist at any age’. 

A number of reports were launched in 2019 supporting the kind of work we do:
‘Healing the Generational Divide’ from the APPG on Social Integration (we input into the 
consultation for the report) 

‘Older & Wiser: creative ageing in the UK 2010-19’ by Rebecca Gordon-Nisbett of KCL for 
the Baring Foundation – Magic Me is referenced several times but our favourite quote is: 
“In the field of intergenerational arts Magic me is exemplary’.
 
‘What is the role of arts in improving health and wellbeing’ an evidence review by WHO 
Europe highlighting the evidence that supports Magic Me’s approach.

MAKING A CASE FOR WHAT WE DO

COMING UP
To you and yours! We look 
forward to seeing you all in 
2020 for another fine year 
of intergenerational arts.

CHEERS! OVERHEARD
“In the field of 
intergenerational arts, 
Magic Me is exemplary” 
‘Older & Wiser’ report by 
Rebecca Gordon-Nisbett 
for the Baring Foundation.

A brand new decade full 
of exciting opportunities 
to make the world a 
better place through 
intergenerational arts 
projects!
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“The work of 
artists in care 
homes should 
be considered 
a necessity, 
not a luxury” 
from ‘Each Breath is Valuable” report by 
Baring Foundation in 2018


